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Challenges	:	

motivation

exposure

commitment

Make learning fun,
Create a friendly and 
reassuring environment
Build a community  

Increase contact hours 
outside the classroom
Access resources and 
activities anytime & anywhere

Be more involved in one’s 
learning 
Address one’s strengths 
and weaknesses 



One	common	platform	for	3	courses	:	
My	French	Electives	:	FREN2031,	FREN2032,	FREN3032



Objectives	:
Centralize	information	and	information	diffusion

Enhance	multilateral	communication

Provide	resources	to	support	learning	

Increase	exposure	to	the	target	language	and	
culture

Build	a	learning	community

Develop	students’	sense	of	autonomy

Catch	and	keep	students’	interest



Centralize	information	and	information	diffusion

Useful links

Welcome message

News in French 
(TV, radio, mags)

Summer study programs

Shortcuts to course material, 
culture and learning material

Excerpt from music 
glossary

Mug shots

News forums



Build	a	community

Share questions, and 
answers

Share information

Share resources

Provide students 
with an overview of 
the program



Using forums to enhance multilateral communication 

Tools	used	:
TOOL USERS USE OBJECTIVES
General 
forums

teacher ðstudents 
students ð teacher
students ðstudents

dispatch information
communicate / share &
ask questions

Multilateral 
communication

Forums w/ 
specific 
objectives

teacher ðstudents 

students ðstudents

Initiates activities

Discuss and interact
Share research findings

Class preparation
Assessed activities

WIKI students Work collaboratively

Share and comment 
suggestions or findings

Class preparation

Collaborative work
Assessed activities

Glossaries teacher

students ðstudents

Creates and develops

Share knowledge

Build up skills
Enhance or 
maintain interest

Quizzes students Based on activities 
calendar

Self-assessment
General assessment

Folders students Practice reading and 
listen to their audio 
files
Build up vocabulary

Go further class 
requirements
Deepen linguistic 
and cultural 
knowledge



Using forums to enhance multilateral communication 

General 
forums

teacher ðstudents 
students ð teacher
students ðstudents

dispatch information
communicate / share &
ask questions

Multilateral 
communication



Using forums to enhance multilateral communication 

Forums w/ 
specific 
objectives

teacher ðstudents 

students ðstudents

Initiates activities

Discuss and interact
Share research findings

Class preparation
Assessed activities



Using forums to enhance multilateral communication 

WIKI students Work collaboratively

Share and comment 
suggestions or findings

Class preparation

Collaborative work
Assessed activities



Using forums to enhance multilateral communication 

Glossaries teacher

students ðstudents

Creates and develops

Share knowledge

Build up skills
Enhance or 
maintain interest



Using forums to enhance multilateral communication 

Quizzes students Based on activities 
calendar

Self-assessment
General assessment



Using forums to enhance multilateral communication 

Folders students Practice reading and 
listen to their audio 
files
Build up vocabulary

Go further class 
requirements
Deepen linguistic 
and cultural 
knowledge



Feedback	from	students
Extra practice material
Online activities and resources
Forums to ease communication
Centralized courses information (can plan ahead)
Lots of collaboration and interaction
New layout looks better on tablets

Do not have/find time to consult extra resources
Struggle with deadlines of asynchronous 
collaborative activities 
Forget to use shortcuts and back to top link
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